Role of “sponsor” - w/y /s

jtso imloorl'ant in the OCIA

1

The first official role of the sponsor happens
in the Rite of AccePtance into the Order of

Catechumens. After the seckers have said

what ’cl'ley are looking for from the church
and have Promisec] to follow the gospel way
of Fai’cl’l, the Presi&er turns to the sponsors

ancl aslcs:

Sloonsors, you now /orcsent these
candidates to us; are you and all who are
‘gat/wrea/ here with us, r@adﬂ tfo /7@{0 these
candidates find and follow Christ? (53)

It seems like such a simple clucs’cion with an
obvious answer. But as with all ritual
clues’cions, it is loaded with imPort. ifa
sponsor is going to answer authen’cica”g,
theg have to cleeplg understand their role as

sponsor. The rite tells us:

‘ZSloonsors are persons who have known and
assisted the candidates and stand as
witnesses to the candidates’ moral C/laracl'er,
[a/i’/l, and intention. “(10)

There are three imPortan’c things a sponsor
has to do here:

Get to know the candidate: The “getting to

l(I’IOW HOU” PFOCCSS thWCCﬂ a SCC‘(CF ancl a

sponsor is alot like anyone getting to know a
new friend. But there is one imPortant
difference. The sPonsor’s goa] is to become
afriend in faith. That means the sponsor has
to be wi”ing to openup about their own faith
journey, their own s’cruggles with remaining
faithful to the gospel, their ownjoy that faith
in Christ has given them. And it means the
sponsor has to listen cieeplg to the seckers
hopes and goals. The sponsor has to have an
open, norjudgmental attitude. As much as
Possible, the sponsor has to be an
ambassador of Christ for the seeker.

Assist the candidate: The seekeris likelg

going to have a lot of questions‘ Some

seckers might be anxious or worried about
the initiation process. Many seckers worry
that theg won’t be able to “learn” enough to
become Catholic. A key role of the sponsor
is to be a rock of suPPort for the secker.
SPonsors do not need to know the answer to
every question the secker has. TI’]CH do not
need to be experts in Catholic doctrine.

They do not need to know what every s’ceP of
the initiation process entails. Other members

of the team can cover all of that.

The most /'mloonfant t'/7/'nga sponsor needs
todo is //tcra/_/g and ﬁ"gurat/vc/y P/acc a
comfort/hg hand on the secker’s shoulder
and assure them that cvcrytﬁ/hg is going to
bcjust fine.

Stand up for the candidate as a witness:
The sponsor is requirecl to be a witness on
behalf of the candidate at the four rites of
RCIA: Rite of Acccptancc, Rite of Scncling,
Rite of Election and the Easter Vigil.

At the Rite of AccePtancc, when the

sponsor answers “365” to the Presicler’s

question about helping the secker find and
follow Christ, theg are also ’ces’chcying to the
candidate’s “moral cl'laracter, Fai’cl’l, and
intention.” The rite says:

Before the rite [of acceP’cance] is

celebratecl, ’cl'lere{:ore, sufficient and



necessary time, as requirecl in each case,
should be set aside to evaluate and, if
necessary, to Purigy the candidates’ motives
and disposi’cions. With the he]P of the
sponsors (see no.10), ca’cechis’cs, and
deacons, Parisl’l Priests (Pastors) have the
responsibili’cy Forjuclging the outward
indications of such dispositions. 4%
emphasis added)

(Note that in this section of the rite,
“candidate” means “candidate for
ba/otlﬁsm, ” However, the /orf'nap/cs also

a P/ﬂ to baptizcd candlidates for rcccpt'/on
into full communion or bapﬁzcd candidates

for confirmation.)

What is God ~ t/1rou‘g/7 the OCIA ~ ask/ng

of a secker?

It helps if we remember we are not asked to
judge the secker’s worthiness. Only God can
do that. What we are cliscerning is the
secker’s intention for ’calcing on the mission
of the gospel. Any of us who have been in
this ministry for very long know that
sometimes seckers ask to become Catholic
for motives other than the gospel. i we do
not do our very best to evangelize them and
helP them know what it tru|9 means to
encounter Jesus in their lives, we are not

Ful]ci”ing our own baPtismal mission.

Most Potential sponsors may not feel
clualhciecl tojudge the character of another
person, and it helps the sponsor to
remember theg are not alone in the
discernment process - that the sponsor is
one of many voices within a community of
clisciples that toge’cl'ler is cliscerning the
readiness of the seeker to follow the way of
the Cross.

The role of the sponsor in the initiation
process is crucial. We cannot Fu”g know,
assist, and testhcy to the readiness of each
candidate without these imPortant members
of the team.

Another role of the sponsor is to help the

secker growin their rellationsl'lip with God.
Sponsors are cssentia”g those People who
love being Catholic. SPonsors need to
cons’cantlg gve to their seckers by being
examples of the kind of Christian described
by Saint Francis: “Who a person is before
God is who theg are meant to be—nothing
more, nothing less. ” (oc‘ Writings of Saint
Francis, Admonition 19). Seekers need to
know that ’c]’ley are loved bg God. Above a”,
pray for the person you are serving as a

SPOI’]SOF.

Excerpts from an article “W hg the role of
“sPonsor” is 5O imPortant in OCIA, bg Nick
Wagner August 19,2021 .

The greatest gﬁ d’ur/ng the Vigf/
that the candidates receive is the
gﬁ of the Eucharist, the
culmination of their formation
(OCIA 217), and the food that will
sustain them as Catholic Christians.

There are many ways to celebrate the
progress of faith for those candidates in the
RCIA process. Sponsors may consider gving
the candidate an Easter basket with a cross,
a candle as a reminder of the “Ligl'lt of
Christ”, a prayer resource or favorite
sPiritual book; prayer card; a hook resource
— The Heart of Faith.

A

L

.

=

-

%
j

/

« [ = e
s =
Be creative! Be Pragencull Prag to the Holy
SPiri’c who gives us the ghcts of the Spiri’c S0
that youcan give ghcts that are meaning?ul

and can give the candidate “a renewal of

insPiration and of outlook.”

i you have any clues’cions, P]ease contact
Deacon Chuck or Linda CooPer at 815-985-
3636 or 815-985-3637. Thank you for your

consideration of this imPortant ministry.



