OCIA

AJOURNEY IN FAITH  Achatisf

Are you considcring

the Catholic faith?

"When you look to me, you will find me. Yes,
when you seek me with all 'your heart.” C/erem/aﬁ
29:13)

Are you tl'linking about becoming Catholic?
“The Lord warts for you to come to /1/}77, 50 he
can show you his love and compass/on. For the
Lord is a faithtul God. ”1saiah 30:18

Rcspona’/hg to God’s Call

No matter when you f)qgfn to  consider
Cai’/70//2:/$m, rest assured that God is present
from the first moment of your spl'r/'i'ua//'ourncy.
As you beg/n toteela tugging at your heart or the
call of “the still small vorice w/l'/wh, Y Godis there. In
your quesﬁons and desire to know more, God is
there. There are many reasons you may yearn to
a/ecpen your rc/ai’/ons/;ob with God.

At times, it is ’cl'lrougl’l the Prac’cice of the faith
that we observe in {:riencls, coworl«ars, or
spouses. At other times, it s througl'l
inclepenclent inquirg — whether thatis in the form
of more academic stuclg of religions, or simplg
attencling a Catholic Church and being drawn to

acertain communitg‘

We welcome you and want to walk with you as you
Pragermcullg consider where God is leading you.
Below are ideas to help you hear God’s voice and
suggestions on next s’cePs should you decide to

take a s’ceP in ]earning more about the Catholic

faith.

Catholic Parishes offer inquirg sessions that
allow seckers to examine the Catholic faith more
closclg‘ During these sessions Par‘ticipan’cs ask
clues‘cions, explore Catholic teachings and
discover what it means to be a Catholic Christian.
These sessions are clesignecl to offer accurate
information and c]arhcg any misconcePtions about
the Catholic Church. 1f Participants feel the
desire to become Catholic, theg may move into a
deeper level of faith formation that focuses on
prayer, s]’laringy community and reflection called
the Order of Christian Initiation for Adults
OaA).

OCIA: the process for bccoming Catholic

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(Previouslg called the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults) is a series of steps (formal rites)
conducted in the context of learning about the
faith and sPiritual Formation, through which a
person is 1Cul|9 incorPoratecl in the Boclg of
Christ, the Church. Thereis no set lengtl'l of time
that it takes to become Catholic. The decision to
become Fu”g incorPorated into the Church is left
to the individual and must come from the clepths
of the heart and soul. The Church makes clear
that what is imPortant is not meeting a scheclu]e,

but instead ensuring ac]equate Preparation to

receive the Sacraments of Initiation (Bap’cism,

Confirmation and Eucharist.

The Four Phases of the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults. There are 4 Phases or
stages in the Church's process of Preparation to
enter the Church tl‘xrougl'l baptism or bg being
received into full communion: lnquirg, the
Catechumenate, Purification and Enlightenment,

and Mgs‘cagogg.
5/oonsors

A SPonsor accompanies any person seeking full
initiation into the Catholic Church. a) Both
unbap’cized baPtizecl

catechumens and

catechumens need to have a sponsor.

b) The Sponsor should be over 16 years of age
and a Practicing and respectable Catholic to
accompany the catechumen or candidate at
catechetical sessions, all rites, and other RCIA

events (e.g., retreats).
Where to Begin?

Begin with prayer for guiclance; ask questions
( “Ask and it will be chn to  you; seek and. 'you will
[/naf knock and the door will be opcnco/ to you. 7
Mt 7:7); and talk with a Pas’cor or a staff member
atalocal Catholic Church to hclp you exP]ore the
Catholic faith and answer your questions about
the OCIA process.



W/1at /'1[/ /la ve never bccn bapt/'zcd 7

i you have never been baptizecl, you prepare for
the catechumenate. This process includes
several stages marked by s’cuc]g, prayer and rites
at Mass. The catechumens undergo a process of
conversion as thcg study the GosPel, ProFess
faith in Jesus and the Catholic Churcl'l, and
receive the sacraments of baptism, confirmation
and Holg Eucharist at the Easter \/igil‘

What if | have been [)aptfzea’ in another
Protestant faith?

i you are baPtized in another Christian tradition,
you prepare as Prospective candidate for full
communion. This initiation process prepares the
candidate to enter into full communion with the
Catholic Church by celebrating the sacraments
of Confirmation and Ho]y Eucharist.

Becoming Catholic

Becoming Catholic is a sPiri’cual adventure that
believers have traveled for more than 2,000
years. But no one should embark on thejourneg
without  considerable thougl'lt, prayer and
reflection. Other People can offer information
and aclvice, but, ultimatelg, you have to make the
decision for \leUFSCI]C‘ Whatever you decicle, you
can be sure that God is with you on your sPiritual

journe\g.

What is the next step z

/) Fill out an OCIA Registration Form; 2)
Schedule a meeting with Deacon Chuck and
Linda CooPer to discuss any questions on the
form and find out when classes will begin.
Remember, no question is too small or too !Jigancl
some may come from misconcePtions or wrong
conclusions based on {:au]tg thinking, wrong facts
or failure to understand. 3) Classes are held
once a week in the evening fora couple of hours
and attendance is man&atorg and essential for
learning the richness of the Catholic faith and
tradition which have ac{epth and breadth that

needs to be exPlainecl and exPerienced.
Other Resources:

The RCIA Journcy —~ A Resource for the

Catechumenate

Catechism of the Catholic Church - contains a
full clescriPtion of the tenets of Catholicism

Alan  Schreck’s The FEssential Catholic
Catechism — gives you a first-class grouncling in
the Catholic Faith; covers and explains all the

necessary tenets of Catholicism.

Leo Trese’s The Faith Exp/aincd - explains the
basics of the faith in a better and more

memorable wag.

St. Gerard'’s Catholic Church - Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults

Pastor Rev. Emmanuel Andinam
Deacon Dr. Chuck Coo/Der
Parish Otfice: 803-649-3203

OCdIA Regis’cration Forms available bg ca”ing the
Parish Office — can be emailed for your

convenience or available in the back of church.



